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offered by any school in the country : unin-
hibited by the herd-instinct, so powerful and
so cramping an influence in school society :
and enjoyed in an atmosphere of freedom,
where a man is judged on his merits, and on
his merits alone. There is no place where the
individual has a better chance for his own
self-development, where the unique person-
ality has a better chance of making itself felt.
Oxford and Cambridge are probably the two
most democratic institutions of our time. But
with this chance for the individual, there
go the healthy limitations of a society. For
this is a companionship also, in Burke's phrase,
of the " living with the dead, and with those
who are to be born ", and the pattern of the
past is nowhere else so clearly seen, nor the
pattern to be made in the future so vividly
recognized. There is a restraining influence
from the one, and a sense of responsibility for
the other. This companionship is a free-
masonry of those who have been, those who
are, and those who will be : and such a free-
masonry is an education in itself.
Such is the university as  teacher, and its
value to society will have been apparent at